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This is in response to EPA's Special Notice letter concerning the
Process Ponds operable unit at the East Helena Superfund Site
("site") received by Asarco on February 26, 1990. Pursuant to
this Special Notice letter, Asarco is requested to notify EPA in

writing of its willingness to negotiate the performance of the ‘
remedial design/remedial action ("RD/RA") for the Process Ponds

operable unit within fourteen (14) calendar days of receipt of

the letter.

The purpose of this letter is to formally inform EPA that Asarco
is willing to negotiate performing the RD/RA for the Process
Ponds operable unit. Asarco, in voluntarily agreeing to
participate in negotiations, does not admit to any 1liability
including, but not limited to liability for response costs or for
natural resources damages.

Asarco requests that EPA provide the Company with more detailed
documentation to support EPA's demand for payment for past
response costs. According to EPA, the costs incurred through
January 1, 1989, totals $2,533,902.42. EPA has provided Asarco
with no documentation or itemization of these response costs to
support its recent demand for payment.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not
hesitate to contact me or Cindy Leap at Holland & Hart.
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